
 
 

 

SUPPORT SENATE BILL 4 
Medical Review Panels Protect Patients, Not Lawsuits! 

 

 
THE ISSUE: Personal Injury lawyers are misleading Kentuckians and filing predatory lawsuits in hopes they can collect 

massive contingency fees.  This has led to a dramatic increase in liability insurance costs attributed to the fact that whether 

dismissed, settled, won, or lost, lawsuits cost health care providers thousands of dollars to defend.  This wastes precious 

resources that could otherwise be spent providing care for patients.   

 

THE SOLUTION: The Partnership for Commonsense Justice urges legislators to support Senate Bill 4 (SB 4) to implement 

a medical review panel process for cases brought against health care providers. This will help put an end to the growing 

number of meritless lawsuits that increase Kentucky’s health care costs.  

 
What SB 4 Does:  

• Establishes an independent panel of three medical 

experts to review claims against health care providers. 

• Provides a timely, independent, medical opinion on the 

standard of care that is admissible in court.   

• Provides another layer of accountability for Kentucky 

health care providers and personal injury lawyers. 

 

What SB 4 Does NOT Do: 

• Does NOT limit, delay, or deny a patient’s or their 

family’s access to court. Any claim can still proceed.  

• Does NOT create additional costs for a patient or their 

family to sue a health care provider.  

• Does NOT bind a jury from determining findings of fact 

and conclusions of law. 

 

Why Kentucky Needs SB 4 - Medical Review Panel Legislation: 

• Kentucky has one of the nation’s most litigation-friendly environments, making our Commonwealth a prime and 

profitable target for personal injury lawyers preying upon our health care providers. 

• Medical review panels have proven effective in other states for decades. These panels have withstood numerous 

constitutional challenges in the State Supreme Courts of Indiana and Louisiana. These two states have identical, if not 

more restrictive, jural rights provisions in their State Constitutions as Kentucky. 

• It is time to focus on caring for patients, not worrying about the next meritless attack from personal injury lawyers 

looking to make a quick buck.  

 
 

The Problem is Clear. 
• A 2014 report from the American College of Emergency Physicians found that Kentucky’s medical liability issues 

keep emergency room doctors from relocating to the state.  
 

• A 2013 Independent study by AON Risk found that Kentucky’s long term care industry faces the worst litigation 

environment in the nation. 
 

• According to information released by the Kentucky Department of Insurance, from 415 claims made against health 

care providers in 2012 an astounding $96.3 million was awarded in settlements.  
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