
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SUPPORT SENATE BILL 2! 
Grant the Elected Voices of Kentuckians The Power Determine Our Legal Liability Climate 

 
February 9, 2018 
 
Honorable Members of the Kentucky General Assembly: 
 
Thank you for your continued efforts to improve Kentucky’s business and health care environment the rough 
forward-looking, pro-growth policies. Now is the time to maintain momentum by passing much needed legal 
liability reform in Kentucky. We urge you to support Senate Bill 2, critical legislation that will ask 
Kentuckians to decide, at the polls, whether the legislature should have the authority to establish 
commonsense thresholds on jury-awarded damages in the Commonwealth. 
 
Representing nearly every facet of the Kentucky economy, the undersigned can attest that Kentucky’s legal 
liability climate remains a significant impediment as we compete for investments in critical sectors like 
manufacturing, innovation and health care. In fact, the United States Chamber of Commerce ranked our 
legal climate 42nd in the nation last year, even worse than in years past. 
 
Our legal environment is notorious for its uncertainty and unlimited liability. Unlike many other states, 
including our neighbors, Kentucky sets no limits for judges or juries when it comes to awarding damages after 
trial, creating disparate outcomes from courtroom to courtroom and putting every Kentucky business and 
caregiver at extreme risk.  
 
Governor Matt Bevin was spot-on when he recently said that, “Kentucky can no longer be a playground 
for personal injury lawyers.” 
 
In the face of unlimited liability, Kentucky businesses and health care providers operate in fear, worried that 
one lawsuit could force them to close shop forever. Without much needed tort reform, Kentucky remains at a 
disadvantage in recruiting new businesses and much needed medical providers.   

 
 



 
 
 
If approved by the General Assembly and the voters, SB 2 would amend the state constitution to allow the 
General Assembly to enact commonsense guidelines for jury-awarded damages and adjust them as needed 
over time to ensure that justice is delivered and injured plaintiffs are fairly compensated. SB 2 gives 
Kentucky voters a much-needed voice when it comes to legal liability climate. 
 
Creating more certainty for businesses and health care providers will clarify their risks, putting the 
Commonwealth and its businesses on a level playing field with other states. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and leadership to enhance Kentucky’s business climate. SB 2 is another 
important opportunity to give power back to the people and tell employers of all sizes that Kentucky is open 
for business. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Partnership for Commonsense Justice, on behalf of the undersigned 
 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
American Tort Reform Association 
Associated General Contractors 
Alliance Resources Partners 
Baptist Health 
Carespring 
Commerce Lexington 
Greater Louisville Inc. 
Greater Louisville Medical Society 
Kentucky Academy of Eye Care Physicians and Surgeons 
Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians 
Kentucky Association of Health Care Facilities  
Kentucky Association of Manufacturers  
Kentucky Beverage Association 
Kentucky Coal Association 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
Kentucky Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians 
Kentucky Hospital Association 
Kentucky Medical Association 
KentuckyOne Health 
Kentucky Retail Federation 
Kentucky Section of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
Kentucky Small Business Caucus 
Kentucky Society of the American Institute of Architects 
LeadingAge Kentucky 
Lexington Medical Society 
National Federation of Independent Business 
Northern Kentucky Medical Society 
Norton Healthcare 
Property Casualty Insurers Association of America 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare  
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

 


